
Appendix 1 – Search strategy† 

 

PubMed: (coronavirus*[Title] OR coronovirus*[Title] OR coronoravirus*[Title] OR 
coronaravirus*[Title] OR corono-virus*[Title] OR corona-virus*[Title] OR 
“Coronavirus”[Mesh] OR “Coronavirus Infections”[Mesh] OR “Wuhan coronavirus” 
[Supplementary Concept] OR &quot;Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 
2&quot;[Supplementary Concept] OR COVID-19[All Fields] OR CORVID-19[All Fields] 
OR “2019nCoV”[All Fields] OR “2019-nCoV”[All Fields] OR WN-CoV[All Fields] OR 
nCoV[All Fields] OR “SARS-CoV-2”[All Fields] OR HCoV-19[All Fields] OR “novel 
coronavirus”[All Fields]) AND (macrolide* OR azithromycin OR spiramycin OR 
clarithromycin OR erythromycin OR antibiotic*) 
 
Trip: (coronavirus OR covid-19) AND (macrolide* OR azithromycin OR spiramycin OR 
clarithromycin OR erythromycin) 
 
Medrxiv: (coronavirus OR covid-19 OR “SARS-CoV-2”) AND (macrolide* OR 
azithromycin OR clarithromycin OR erythromycin OR antibiotic*) 
 
Google Scholar: (coronavirus OR covid-19 OR 2019 nCoV OR 2019-nCov OR WN-cov OR 
nCoV OR SARS-CoV-2 OR HCov-19) AND (macrolide* OR azithromycin OR spiramycin 
OR clarithromycin OR erythromycin OR antibiotic*) 
 
Google: (coronavirus OR covid 19 OR SARS-CoV-2) AND (macrolide* OR azithromycin 
OR clarithromycin OR erythromycin OR spiramycin) 
 
 
†To economise the search process, we included other macrolide antibiotics that were of 
interest to us in our search strategy, and will present these findings elsewhere 


